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Dear Heidi, Scott and all supporters of the Garrett B. Smith Foundation, 

With deepest gratitude I'd like to thank you for continued support of our research. The funding 
provided by the Garrett B. Smith Foundation has been critical to our achievements over the past 
year. We have generated fundamental insights into two of the cancers caused by SNF5 mutation, 
rhabdoid tumors and lymphomas, and are looking to translate these insights into further clinical 
successes. 

My laboratory focuses upon the gene SNF5 because it is mutated in a variety of cancers. Thus 
developing an understanding of its mechanism offers the opportunity to develop new approaches 
to treating these cancers. Following the success of our rhabdoid tumor clinical trial, in which the 
cure rate for children with rhabdoid tumors of the brain was increased from 10% to 40%, we 
have begun to define the molecular basis of these lethal cancers and have identified a novel 
biologically-based target. We will now begin screening for drugs capable of inhibiting this 
target in the hopes of developing improved therapies for these patients. With respect to 
lymphoma, using our SNF5 mutant mouse models, all of which rapidly develop lymphoma, we 
have identified the cell type from which these cancers arise and, in the process, have identified a 
key signal upon which the lymphoma cells depend for survival. We have found that when we 
genetically disrupt this signaling pathway the cancers are no longer able to grow. We now plan 
to pursue experiments to test whether drug molecules that block this signaling will stop tumor 
growth in our model, with the goal of developing new approaches for treatment. 

These advances would simply not have been possible without support from the Garrett B. Smith 
foundation. This support has already translated into improved outcomes for children with 
rhabdoid tumors and we are hopeful that our current work will lead to even better outcomes for 
these children and into new treatments for lymphoma. On behalf of my research team and my 
patients, I would like to express our sincerest appreciation for the support that you continue to 
provide. 
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